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EEC Foreign Ministers Declaration on Human Rights 
AU211330 Paris AFP in English 1328 GMT 21 Jul 86 


[Text] Brussels, July 21 (AFP) — Foreign ministers of the 
European Economic Community (EEC) issued here Monday a 
declaration on human rights, affirming that “expressions of 
concern at violations of such rights cannot be considered inter- 
ference in the domestic affairs of a state.” 


“The protection of human rights is the legitimate and continuous 
duty of the world community and of nations individually,” 
declared the ministers, who were meeting here to review trade 
relations as well as British Foreign Secretary Geoffrey Howe's 
mission to reach a negotiated settlement in South Africa. 


“The worldwide human rights situation remains alarming, in 
particular persistent violations of individual liberties as well as 
; “ ion oat heieediaieate ohd in 


The ministers affirmed that they would seek to promote human 
rights “in the development of (EEC) relations with non-member 
states as well as in the administration of aid.” 


They stated that “neither lack of social and economic develop- 
menit, nor any persuasion or ideology may serve as a justification 
for the denial of civil and political rights.” 


Commissioner Cheysson on Mideast, Aid to Egypt 
PM221445 Cairo AL-AHRAM International Edition in Arabic 
15 Jui 86 p 3 


[Interview with EEC Executive Commission member Claude 
Cheysson by Anji Rushdi in Cairo; date not given] 


[Excerpts] This is not the first time that he has visited Egypt. He 
came here previously as French minister for external! affairs, but 
this is the first time that he has visited as a member of the EEC 


He has come with every good intention to help Egypt to reform 
its economic course and to find the necessary means to achieve 
this end. He has come from a world which itself is encountering 
difficuities and problems resulting from lack of growth, unem- 
ployment, and terrorism. 


This time he has come to Cairo in order to deal with problems 
that are primarily economic, but he does not forget that he is also 
the veteran politician who was the head of French diplomacy for 
many years. For in the final analysis an economic decision is a 
sion was a combination of both. 


Claude Cheysson spent several days on an intensive visit to Cairo 
during whih he met with a number of o:/icials, foremost of whom 
were President Husni Mubarak, the prime minister, and the 
deputy prime ministers. 
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The aid which the EEC offers is basically aid for development 
projects, most important of which is to expand the agricultural 
as well as other projects which Egypt sorely needs. 


I asked him: How can relations between Egypt and the EEC 
be described, are they different from relations with other coun- 
tries, what are their dimensions, and what are the possibilities of 
developing them? 


[Cheysson] I can say with complete confidence that the relations 
between Egypt and the EEC are objectively distinguished. Egypt 
has economic preferences which we are trying to increase, espe- 
cially in industria! fields such as textiles, for example. 


There is a system of continuing cooperation and exchange of 
visits between us in order to discuss matters of common interest. 
I would like to add that there are distinctive politica! relation- 
ships between Egypt and a number of important European 
countries in the Community, such as France, the FRG, Italy, 


I am in Cairo now to discuss the question of signing the third 
protocol between Egypt and the EEC and the possibility of 
increasing aid and loans offered to Egypt as well as the question 
of finding new means of cooperation. 


The EEC has announced that Egypt is among the countries of 
the South to which particular attention is paid and for which a 
special effort is made. So far what Egypt is asking for is an 
increase in the aid which the EEC is offering and, within this 
framework, an increase in aid rather than loans. | do not think 
that this is difficult to achieve. With regard to the protocol, we 
will in the coming year offer Egypt food aid well in excess of $35 
million in addition to 160,000 tons of food supplies. [passage 
omitted] 


{Rushdi] The problem of South Africa is of special concern to the 
world at present and, if | may say so, the EEC stand is not firm 
on this matter. The dispatch of British Foreign Secretary Geof- 
frey Howe to the African Frontline States has brought no results. 
What are your expectations, particularly since you have already 
declared that you are against economic sanctions, including 
sanctions against Libya’ 


Cheysson replied: | would like first to speak generally before 
dealing with the question in detail. 


In my view and belief, economic sanctions and the question of 
imposing them are the concern of the Security Council in accor- 
dance with the UN Charter. As a matter of principle I still reject 
the imposition of sanctions on South Africa and Libya because 
the matter has not been put to the body internationally concerned 
which, in this case, is the Security Council. The United States 
does not want this because it does not want the Soviet Union to 
have a say in the matter for its own strictly domestic reasons. 
Therefore, the situation is difficult because the body concerned 
is not playing a role in the matter. This is perhaps the reason why 
the United States denies the UN role in many issues as well as 
the role of the International Court of Justice and UNESCO. 
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I feel that there is a disquieting deterioration in the world order. 
This will be so as long as we deny and do not resort to the 
legitimate methods and means and to the organizations con- 
cerned. 


But does this mean that we should do nothing? Here | should 
rectify my stand and we should look for what can be done legally 
Council. [as published] 


There are other means to which we can resort through interna- 
tional organizations such as GATT. We can also impose eco- 
nomic boycott sanctions on anyone who jeopardizes peace. We 
have no right to do other than that. But under the UN Charter 
we can restrict imports. This was my stand when | was minister 
of externa! affairs when the question of an economic boycott of 
the Soviet Union was raised. My view was that we could lay down 
rules in this regard. 


But as a politician | have another view. I believe that the mere 
mention of imposing economic sanctions on South Africa is a 
kind of warning. 7he rulers in South Africa are aware of this 
warning, particziarly on the moral level. The world community's 
condemnation of them will affect them. Such stands will lead to 
a decrease in new investments, exports will drop, and the banks 
— and this is very important — will be very reluctant to give 
loans to South Africa. This is proved by the fact that mere talk 
of sanctions has caused a devaluation of their currency by 30 
percent. But this does not mean that we will achieve a solutionto 
the problem. 


The South African rulers’ imposition of the state of emergency 
means that they will go to the extreme, therefore countries should 
impose sanctions on them. 

As for Geoffrey Howe's visit, it was doomed to failure from the 
refused to meet him. [passage omitted] 
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{Rushdi| Let us take up the Middle East problem... 


Interrupting, he said: Unfortunately I feel thet we are not 
talking much about th: Middle East problem because everyone 
is captivated by the Irag-Iran war and there is no progress on the 


I believe that this is a disturbing situation. It is true that the 
European countries can do nothing as long as the countries 
concerned are not giving sufficient attention to the matter. 


We have always proclaimed the need to talk about the future of 
the Palestinian problem and advocated that this should be 
through negotiations. But the Arabs do not want to negotiate 
while Israel makes repeated rejections, and the PLO’s stand is 
well known. This is the attitude of the principal parties. So what 
can Europe do? 


At present there is no indication that there is a constructive move. 
What can make the issue move’ Ending the Iraq-Iran war. This 
is unlikely. Shim‘on Peres had been working for negotiations to 
start, and this would have been possible. But Shamir will not be 
the man to enter into negotiations. Does Syria have an interest 
in getting things moving? I do no think so, because the present 
situation is beneficial to it. Lebanon is powerless. As for Jordan, 
it alone cannot implement any agreement or negotiations. 


Outside the area the United States is totally on the side of Israel. 
The Soviet Union wants negotiations but it has all the time it 
wants; it is waiting for a suitable day. | believe that when it feels 
that the time has come it will restore its relations with Israel 
because it is anxious to participate in any negotiations on the 
area. As for Europe, what can it do? True, it supports this Jas 
published] but is it capable of breaking the stalemate in this 
problera? No. 


But | would like to say that we must get this problem moving. | 
do not see what can be done, but | say that it is important to solve 
the problem of the Palestinian people. Stalemate in the situation 
would lead the despairing young to terrorism. 











SPOe Official on Nicaragua, Waldheim Election 
AU221706 Vienna Domestic Service in German 
1000 GMT 22 Jul 86 


[Report by Brigitte Fuchs on news conference held by SPOc 
Central Secretary Fritz Marsch in Vienna on 22 July] 


[Text] Before he spoke of big world politics Central Secretary 
Fritz Marsch tried to clear up some confusion. He is not the 
international secretary of the SPOe as Peter Jankovitsch, the 
for the international sectors, he said. This was supposed to 
emp hasize that the SPOe treats foreign policy problems on the 
same basis as it treats problems of Austrian national! policy. 
There must also be a greater measure of coordination in foreign 
policy as well of clarity. 


Three key issues evolved in the exchange of questions and 
answers with the j ists. The first was the SPOc's attitude 
to Nicaragua. The OecVP, the opposition party, had recently 
repeatedly requested that the development attache, who had only 
been recently sent to Nicaragua, be recalled, a request for which 
Central Secretary Marsch showed little understanding. 


[Begin Marsch recording] For the SPOe and for the Austrian 
Government in particular the development aides in Managua and 
Harare are not positions of dispute. To these two, a third one will 
be added in the Sahel zone or elsewhere; it has not yet been 
decided. And I would like to point out chat our attitude, the 
attitude of the party, is in keeping with that of many parties of 
the Socialist International, that is an attitude of critical solidarity 
with Nicaragua. We denounce foreign pressure on Nicari gua 
but we do not necessarily regard the reaction ‘to this pressure as 
suitable either. Bu: Nicaragua is a key area of Austrian develop- 
ment aid and the Oe VP must accept the fact that we have drawn 
this conclusion. After all, what is better than dispatching a 
development aide to a place where the situation certainly requires 
an improvement toward democracy and we believe that this 
democracy cannot be produced or accomplished with arms but 
rather that it is necessary to solve the social problems. [end 
recording] 


The next topic was South Africa. There exists a conflict between 
last November's SPOe party congress decisions, which called for 


economic san tions against the apartheid state, and concrete 
Austrian policy. Today Fritz Marsch advocated sanctions 
against South Africa: 


[Begin record ng}! think that sanctions against South Africa wil! 
be unavoidatie. You can already see the problems that have 
emerged in t):c EC. There is an outcry by some European states 
that no one, as it were, could have expected in the past few 
months, and Great Britan can no longer side step these problems. 
There must be restrictions in the trade relations between the 
European s'ates and South Africa. And as far as our economic 
position is concerned we must not exclude ourselves in this 
respect. I, ¢ | least, advocate that we do not do so. [end recording] 


[Begin Ma ‘sch recording] It was easier to ruin Austria's reputa- 
tion, as :: were. But now it is important to repair it and this is 
what we rejyard as our task. What is involved here is not to forget 
— we cann xt do that — no one must expect this from us. But we 
must ourse ves begin here in Austria and this is what we are 


RENNES CRETE ae ee heen 


adhere to our democrat: principles. [end recording} 
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Genscher Reportedly Find USSR Rigid on Asylum Seekers 
LD221919 Hamburg DPA in German 1754 GMT 22 Jul 86 


[Text] Hamburg, 22 Jul (DPA) — In his talks with party leader 
in Moscow, Federa! Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
raised the problem of asylum seekers pouring into the West via 
East Berlin, but the Soviet Government obviously did not display 
an accomodating attitude. It was learned from Genscher's entou- 
rage on the return flight that the partners in the Moscow talks 
were “rock hard” in their reactions. Shevardnadze said that the 
Soviet Union and the GDR are acting legitimately in this matter. 
Moscow's ambassador in Bonn, Y uliy Kvitsinskiy, said ironically 
toGenscher: “But you are usually so much in favor of freedom 
of movement.” In Genscher's entuurage this sentence was 
described as an impertinence. 


Moellemen Welcomes Peres Visit to Morocco 
LD231155 Hamburg DPA in German 1121 GMT 23 Jul 86 


[Text] Bonn, 23 Jul (DPA) — In the words of Juergen Moel- 
lemann (FDP), minister of state in the Foreign Ministry, the 
Federal Government welcomes the meeting between Israeli 
Prime Minister Shim‘on Peres and King Hassan of Morocco. It 
hopes that a new impetus will emanate frorn this meeting for the 
peace process in the Middie East, which has reached an impasse, 
Moellemann stated in Bonn on Wednesday. All talks which could 
strenghen the prospects for a peaceful development of the Middle 
East conflict, are to be welcomed. 


The proposal of the Palestinian L beration Organization, PLO, 
to summon an Arab summit conference to discuss the meeting 
between Hassan and Peres will, acoording to Moellemann, be 
sensible if the Arab side can find its way to a common position 
on the key issues of future peace talks at such an occasion. 
Therefore, he supports emphatically the holding about of such a 
meeting not be characterized by negative criticism and internal 
fragmentation, but the readiness for joint activity, for dialogue 


Federal Prosecutor Expects Increased RAF Attacks 
LD221213 Hamburg DPA in German 1031 GMT 22 Jul 86 


[Excerpts] Karisruhe, 22 Jul (DPA) — The chief federal prosecu- 
tor Kurt Rebmann, following the assassinations in 1985 and the 
latest murders in Strasslach, expects increased attacks by the 
Red Army Faction (RAF). “The RAF, after months of being on 
the defensive, is again on the move,” Rebmann said at his 
authority's biannual news conference in Karisruhe on Tuesday. 


The chief federal prosecutor estimates that the RAF core contin- 
wes to consist of at least 20 people. Their logistical base — 
weapons, money, explosives, and tactical conceptions — are 
obviously secure. Following the Strasslacher explosives attack 
the RAF objective will be a renewed “coordinated offensive”. 
[passage omitted] 
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Rebmann believes that possible targets continue to be 
the“ military machinery”, the industry, and the economy — 
especially the “military-industrial complex” — as well as the 
“repressive apparatus.” They could also include, however, poli- 
ticians and individuals connected with the administration of the 
nuclear energy sector. After the Strasslacher murders the 
“military-industrial complex” would have to be considered as 
being especially at risk. This was true primarily of firms and staff 
ee 
omitted 


Links RAF to Various Murders 
LD221509 Hamburg DPA in German 1435 GMT 22 Jul 86 


[Excerpts] Karisruhe, 22 Jul (DPA) — According to federa! chief 
prosecutor Kurt Rebmann the murders of the Siemens executive 
board member Kari Heinz Beckurts, and his driver, Eckhard 
Groppler, on 9 July in Strassiach near Munich were, according 
to latest findings, committed by the same RAF group which 
killed the MTU [Motoren-und Turbinen-Union] chief Ernst 
Zimmermann in Gauting on | February 1985. Rebmann said at 
his biannual! news conference in Karisruhe on Tuesday that the 
culprits in Strasslach in their attack used some 50 kg of a 
homemade explosive in 4 containers. [passage omitted} 


The letter claiming responsibility left behind by the culprits in 
Strassiach underneath a car battery corresponds, according to 
the public prosecutor's office, to the print of those letters in which 
the RAF claimed responsibility for the murder of the industrialist 
Ernst Zimmermann, the attack on the US. air base in Frankfurt, 
and the murder of the U.S. soldier Edward Pimenta! on & August 
1985. [passage omitted] 


Couple Arrested for Spying on U.S. Installations 
DW230910 Hamburg BILD i= German 23 Jul 86 p | 


[Unattributed report: 
Arrested” } 


[Text] The Federal Prosecutor's Office has arrested Franz (51) 
and Brigitte Raischuttes (32) for espionage! The childless mar- 
ried couple was empioyed at a U.S. military base in Kaiserslau- 
tern. Upon request they supplied packages of information on US. 
installations to East Berlin. 


Baden-W werttemberg Police Smash Drug Ring 
DW221916 Hamburg ARD Television Network in German 
1800 GMT 22 Jul 86 


[Text] The police in Baden-Wuerttemberg has smashed an inter- 
national drug ring. The Stuttgart criminal! investigation office 
today presented to the public the narcotics and goods, which were 
secured last weekend, including 4.5 kg of heroin and about 35 kg 
of - The smuggled drugs are worth over DM2 million. 
Thirty-six persons have been arrested in various countries. 
Greeks anc Turks were the wire-pullers of the worldwide drug 
ring. 


“Espionage — Married Couple 














Vote of Confidence Sought on Privatization 
AU231313 Paris AFP in English 1309 GMT 23 Jul 8 


[Text] Paris, July 23 (AFP) — The French Government has 
decided to seek a vote of confidence in Parliament for its pro- 
gramme to privatize 65 state groups, government spokesman 
Alain Juppe said Wednesday. The procedure will allow the 
privatization bill, which is debated Thursday, to be voted on 
within 48 hours, unless @ censure motion puts the vote back 
another few days. The bill was returned to Parliament following 
President Francois Mitterrand's refusal to approve the pro- 
gramme last week. 


Prime Minister Jacques Chirac’s cabinet re-approved the draft 
legislation Wednesday, and President Mitterrand accepted gov- 
ernment proposals for changes of presidents at | 2 of 25 industria! 
and financia! parent companies to be turned over to the private 
sector, Mr. Juppe said. The cases of the 40 other group presidents 
are to be considered later, he added. 


The programme, which would privatize the companies by 1991, 
would directly affect 754,653 jobs in the public sector and | 454 
separate state enterprises. 


The bill would create a commission to set a minimum selling price 
for the 65 groups, and would limit foreign participation at the 
time of privatization to a maximum of 15 per cent. The govern- 
ment would reserve the right to approve foreign participation in 
some companies that are considered especially important to 
national! interests. The bill also stipulates that 10 per cent of each 
firm's capital would be available for purchase by company 
employees. 


Pakistani Prime Minister Junejo Arrives for Talks 
AU230852 Paris AFP in English 0834 GMT 23 Jul 86 


[Excerpts] Paris, July 23 (AFP) — Pakistani Prime Minister 
Mohammed Khan Junejo arrived here from the United States 
Wednesday for talks with French leaders. [passage omitted} 


Mr. Junejo was accompanied here by Pakistani Foreign Minister 
Sahabzada Yequb Ali Khan and Finance Minister Mian 
Mohammed Yasin Khan Wattoo. 

~ at Payment Offered N. Zealand for Greenpeace 


et Paris Domestic Service in French 
2100 GMT 22 Jul 86 


[Text] The French Government has offered official apologies to 
New Zealand over the Rainbow Warrior effair. These apologies, 


as well as the $7 million compensation were received a few 
minutes after the departure of the bogus Turenge couple from 
New Zealand. 


I remind you that Commander Mafat and Captain Prieur have 
been taken by a New Zealand military aircraft to the French 
island of Walls. They will then be taken to the Hao Atoll, their 
forced place of stay for the next 3 years. 


Convicted Agents Begin Exile 
HK230342 Hong Kong AFP in English 0332 GMT 23 Jul 86 


[Text] Papeete, July 23 (AFP) — Two French agents convicted 
of sinking the environmenta! ship Rainbow Warrior a year ago 
in Auckland Harbor arrived at Hao Air Base here Wednesday 
to serve three years’ exile after having been released from a New 
Zealand prison. 


A commpnique published by headquarters of the Pacific Experi- 
mental Center said that as of August |, Major Alain Maffart 
would be responsible for servicing land forces at Hao. 


and Major Mafari, sentenced to 10 years in jail for 
bombing et sinking the Greenpeace ecological movement's 
flagship, were allowed to leave New Zealand Tuesday on condi- 
ticn that they serve the next three years at a Pacific Ocean exile 


Nations Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar, ended a 


The dea! included a forma! French apology to New Zealand and 
payment of seven million dollars in compensation. [passage omit- 
ted] 
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Prime Minister Gonzalez’ Investiture Speech 
LD222220 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1539 GMT 22 Jul 86 


[Speech by Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez at the investiture 
session at the Congress of Deputies in Madrid — live] 


[Excerpts] Mr President, ladies and gentlemen deputies: A month 
ago the Spanish citizens [words indistinct] freely elected their 
representatives. As the leader of the Socialist Party, the politica! 
group which gained a majority in the aforementioned elections, 
I would like my first words to be words of greeting to all those 
who have gained a seat in this chamber with the support of the 
people. Among us all we are the depository of the people's trust 
and among us all we represent the sovereignty of our fellow 
citizens. The citizens have given their assessment of what has 
been done ‘sitherto. It is clear that the task of government falls 
to the parliamentary majority, to the elected majority. 


having been a designation or proposa! on the part of his majesty 
the king, | appear before you today to ask for your support in my 
investiture and do so bearing in mind the fact that most or almost 
all of the parliamentary groups have already decided on their 
stances. I shall therefore direct my address to al! those who agree 
with the orientation of the program which I am now about to set 
out. I said previously that the citizens have given |<" «ssessment 
of what was done in the previous legislative perod — this 
assessment extends, as it does in any electoral process, to the 
conduct and action of the government, and to the conduct and 
action of the different opposition groups. At the same time the 
citizens have chosen from different election programs those 
which they considered to be the most suitable and have also 
chosen those people in whom ‘hey believed they could placz the 
greatest confidence. 


I shall not be speaking about what has been done, taking it for 
granted that as democrats we accept the people's decision. | shall 
therefore focus on an analysis of the present situation. | believe 
that the debate will be more interesting if on the basis of the data 
now at our disposal we can try to sketch the basic lines of our 
future action and consequently our response to the challenges 
facing us, the resolution of the problems which have arisen and, 
in short, the construction of the future of our country. 


From my own conviction and the experience which | have 
acquired | believe that there are two unavoidable principles in 
the action of government. 


On the one hand, the first principle — which is of course always 
subject to the possibility of error, but is not affected by this as 
far as its basic meaning is concerned — is that of action in defense 
of the general interest. In a complex society such as Spanish 
society there frequently exist legitimate but also contradictory 
interests, and in my view the government should act by trying not 
to subordinate its action or decisions to the ability of each social 
or economic group to exert the most pressure. 


Second, government action should be orientated or directed in 
accordance with the aspirations expressed by the majority of 
society. The majority of society in a democratic system — which, 
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moreover, is the only system to gauge the wishes of the majority 
— is expressed in an electoral majority. | am convinced that a 
social majority exists which wants progress, a society of justice, 
freedom, and solidarity. | am also convinced that this social 
majority transcends the representation or electoral majority 
obtained by the Socialist Party. Hence, one should reflect on the 
fact that the Socialist Party, which won support to govern for the 
second time during the present legislative period, was elected by 
@ majority of citizens on the basis of their belief that it is the 
Socialist Party which most gue:antees, in my opinion, a line of 
stability, a policy of the defense of the general interest; they 
believe, moreover, that today democratic socialism is the way the 
desire for a more just and more united society, in short a society 
of progress, can be realized. 


I would like to say that | intend to be faithful to both desires: to 
the defense of the genera! interest, without subordinating it to 
private interests which could conflict with other interests and 
exert more pressure than other interests on the instruments of 
power — I repeat, without subordinating it; and faithful, too, to 
the feeling, which | believe is genera! in society. of progress, social! 
justice, and solidarity. And | would like ‘ do this by extending 
a hand to all those who agree with this objective and aspiration 
in a climate of dialogue and cooperation with others. It is on these 
premises that I would like to explain the main lines, the main 
orientation: [of my government program] without going into the 
multitude of detail contained in any election program or into the 
enormous complexity or number of actions which go to make up 
the task of government, as your honors well know. 


Before going into the aforementioned subjects | should like to 
mention one by which we are now being afflicted, given its 
dramatic topicality: the subject of terrorism. | shall do so in 
order to offer you a preliminary reflection on it. 


The are several interpretations of both the meaning of the 
pressure being exerted by the group of murderers who form the 
ETA terrorist gang and the mechanisms and means set in motion 
to try to combat the terrorist phenomenon of ETA in particular, 
or any other in general. There is one interpretation which tends 
to lead the public to think that what is being aimed at is 
negotiations, and even that negotiations are possible. | should like 
to make it clear from the outset that, when one talks about 
political measures, in no way is one thinking about negotiations 
with a group which uses the coercion of terror and the coercion 
of violence. 


The Constitution, from my point of view — and I believe of most 
of you present — and the statutes are not subject to negotiation. 
So, we must still block the false hopes of those who act by means 
of coercion. The government is convinced that the struggle 
against terrorism needs the proper lega! framework, one which 
is respectful of a state based on law, and we believe that the 
proper lega! framework does exist. However, from both the legal! 
point of view and from the point of view of the measures which 
may be suggested, we are open to any kind of discussion. We 
believe tha: this is an important issue which needs a common 
effort and a striving for consensus and unity among the vast 
majority, the greatest part of the political and social forces 
possible in our society. 











It has been said, and this has been repeated on many occasions, 
that the instruments for the struggle against terrorism are the 
police, the politica! action to reduce the basis of support which 
such terrorism may enjoy, and international cooperation. 


We have striven, an’ will continue to do so, in the framework of 
the first of these instruments: police measures. While being 
mindfv! of the dramatic events of the past few days, and 
acknowledging, therefore, the failure to dismantle or break up 
the ETA terroris! group which is active in Madrid, I should like 
to say to you, ladies and gentlemen, that over the past few years 
advances have been made in the struggle against terrorism; there 
has been a reduction in the number of operational groups; there 
have also been advances in dismantling E17 A terrorism. Despite 
the present circumstances | think that it is necessary to say this 
so that there is no spreading of despondency which is not based 
on a fair analysis of the reality of the matter. Apart from this I 
should like to say to you that the security forces have, had, and 
will have the suport of the government of the nation, support 
which | would aiso like to be the genera! support of political and 
socia! forces and institutions in the extraordinarily tough and 
complex undertaking which the security forces are now 
embarked upon. 


The policy of the isolation of the terrorists has a natural basis, 
but this is not its purpose. This natural basis is the development 
of the Constitution and the Autonomy Statutes, in particular the 
Statute of Autonomy of the Basque Country. But I should like 
to say clearly that neither the Constitution nor the Autonomy 
Statute are of any use at al! to the ETA terrorist organization. 
So, it is a false argument to say that terrorism has anything to 
do with the development of a democratic Constitution similar to 
those of the most advanced countries or with the development of 
the Autonomy Statute itself. We have striven for a climate of 
of the Basque country and we believe that we have advanced 
along this path of cooperation. At the same time we have carried 
out a policy of socia! rehabilitation, a policy which we believe is 
in keeping with the aim of socially isolating the terrorists. 


And, finally, for some years now we have stressed — and we shall 
continue to stress — the need for international coordination. 
International coordination in the struggle against terrorism, 
which some years ago was ignored by many countries, is now 
making progress, and not only in our bilateral relationship with 
France, which has increased or developed its cooperation and now 
seems determined to increase it to the point where there is no 
possibility of finding a rofuge in southern France for terrorist 
action carried out in Spain. This measure of international cooper- 
ation is an absolutely essential instrument for the eradication of 
the scourge of terrorism. It is true that one frequently feels the 
need for much more explanation of or information on terrorism. 
lam convinced that the struggle against terrorism demands lines 
of action which are maintained — it does net need long debates 
on the procedures, on how it is fought from the police point of 
view and on how advances are made from the point of view of the 
intelligence services in the struggle against terrorism. One of the 
elements which the terrorist groups use to their advantage is 
precisely that of information — information which is absolutely 
logical and natural in a democratic state, but information which 
should have the |’nits which are necessary, and not imposed, but 





rather introduced by the responsible assumption of freedom — 
to prevent the terrorists from taking advantage of what could be 
the plans of the police in the struggle against terrorism. 


Esteemed :nembers, | would not want the phenomenon of terror- 
ism and its effects, which weigh on all of us anu which without 
doubt generate anxiety and pain, to take up so much of the debate 
in this chamber that in the end we would be maki ig the terrorists’ 
wish come true: that we live dependent on what their pressure, 
their violent action, and their acts of terror might be. Hence, | 
would go onto the exposition of the outlines of the government's 
plans, attempting to concentrate it on what | consider to be the 
basic elements of the historical challenge facing us over the next 
4 years. 


As a reminder | can say that the first part will be devoted to 
overcoming the economic crisis, the chances of boosting that 
recovery in a sustained and continued fashion in such a way as 
to permit us to guarantee that employment is generated. | wil! 
then devote my attention to Spain's integration into the European 
Communities, to the dua! aspect of membership and participe- 
tion in the construction of Europe. Afterward | will speak about 
the fight against inequalities, making use of the margins opened 
up by the economic recovery. Further on | will speak about the 
work of the state in the service of the public, and | shal! end with 
an explanation of the guidelines of foreign and security policy for 
Spain. 

I begin with what we could call, under the generic title, the boost 
for emerging from the crisis and for generating the conditions for 
employment. Esteemed members, | tackle this subject with cau- 
tion, with the caution of having spent 12 years of an epoch of 


great uncertainty and unprecedented economic crisis, but at the 
same time with “he conviction that we are in the presence of clear 


these conditions demand maintenance of the basic equilibriums. 
We have not reached a recovery situation without effort. An 
effort has been made to improve the internal situation in that 
i ee ee 
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tainty to a situation of hope if it is not capabdle to sustaining its<if 
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in its purpose of maintaining the improvement and of maintain- 
ing the basic equilibriums. Hence, | should not want there to be 
any doubt whatsoever for society: The efforts to cure the 
situation will not be thrown overboard. Maintenance of the 
balance of payments such as we have had up to now, recovery of 
that surplus in our balance of payments, will allow us to sustain 
the balance aud exchange rate of the peseta, and that has 
important consequences for the flow of necessary imports, for 
investment efforts and for modernization. 


There are still two other elements that are a bottleneck for the 
economic recovery to be the sustained and continued recovery we 
The government proposes to continue to fight inflation until it 
can be held at levels that equivalent to the average rate for the 
been reduced in a similar way to that of the European countries, 
and we could have been seeing rates of around 6 percent by the 
end of the year, if we could have discounted the inevitable and 
necessary impact of value-added tax. Hence, it is not an unat- 


of our society depend fundamentally on our attaining effective 


Ss caliente Galiaie tnateen Wl Gate te oo 
Community Act ity, will 
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how you vote in this investiture session, we shal! have to discuss 
them. We shall have to do so because it is logicai to demand the 
maximum possible joint effort so as to achieve both the highest 
degree of effectiveness and the highest degree of adapta:ion and 
C 3 tantinn 


The first great task is that of adaptation to the EEC. | should like 
to stress here the enormous value of the Treaty of Accession as 
an instrument. Why should | want to stress this? Because the 
Treaty of Accession was voted for unanimously by the chamber 
and, while it may have given rise to partial criticism, above all it 
guarantees something which | believe is extremely important to 
Spanish society as a whole; it guarantees a gradual! process which 
we shall have to defend so as not to precipitate processes which 
we will not be able to withstand in our adaptation. In this process 
of adaptation to the community there are two kinds of repercus- 
sion: repercussions of a socioeconomic and political nature. | 
referred to repercussions on the Spanish economy a few minutes 
ago when | was speaking about the striving for adaptation and 
recovery. The challenge to the Spanish economy — its mod- 
ernization, its bringing inte line with the European economy in 
matters of inflation rates and public deficits, and its incor- 
poration of new technologies — are without doubt a process 
which affects the entire Spanish society in its economic and socia! 
development. It will force us — and we are of course prepared to 
do this — to increase the level of liberalization and flexibility in 
our economic system. But adaptation will also affect the workings 
of our institutions. 


I have spoken about this subject on other occasions and | did so 
in particular during the debate on the state of the autonomies in 
the Senate. It affects the level of jurisdiction of the different 
institutions, bearing in mind the fact that there has been a process 
of the transfer of some of the responsibilities which were held at 
the different levels of state power to the EEC. [passage omitted } 


I have spoken to you ahout the impact of the other dimension of 
the process of our integration into the EEC, the European Act of 
Unity. If | am dwelling on these great problems it is because | 
believe that they are the ones | think will affect the politica! and 
socia! life of Spain in the next few years. 


The Act of European Unity 1s a challenge of Community integra- 
tion which | will begin by describing as en essential minimum in 
the prospects for European unity. The European Act of Unity 
contains a safeguard clause, a safeguard clause with regard to 
the treaty of Spain's accession to the EEC. But, the fact that 
there exists a safeguard clause which vespects the treaty of 
accession in no way means that the process of Community 
integration will not affect us. Not only are we signatories of the 
European Act of Unity — and his will soon be ratified by these 
chambers — we are also coprotagonists of its very development. 
I think that Spain should continue to view the European Act of 
Unity as ap essential minimum for the process of integration. It 
is true that it responds to a commitment between countries which 
have different European sensibilities or which have different 
Europe. vocations. And this would be from the standpoint of 
alignment with those countries which in terms of their own 
interests — snd | believe that it is in Spain's interest, too — want 
a process of integration in Europe which takes to its ultimate 
consequences what in my opinion is the majority asp‘ration of 


A. 
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European society: the aspiration to remove the barriers which 
divide the different states of Europe, respecting of course their 
personality, their characteristics. Spain, as I say, should be in the 
front line with those countries which want this process of maxi- 
mum integration and want this process in defense of their own 
interests as nations or countries. [passage omitted] 


Over the past few years we have carried out a thoroughgoing 
reform of the structure of state power. We are ready to complete 
those transfers of powers which still have not been made to the 
of devolution. In the next 4 years we can complete the devolution 
process and this chamber will be able to approve what remains 
of the statutes for Ceuta and Melilla. As a complementary, but 
not incidental, point in this connection | would say that with the 
concern which now exists in the city of Melilla the government 
is determined, and will be determined, about something which is 
so comprehensible, but which at times is difficult to apply — and 
this is that the Constitution will be the same for all citizens 
status. Consequently, v/hat we shall do is respect and defend 
carefully and firmly tl ose rights which citizens have regarding 
the protection affordev to them by the Constitution. Thus we 
intend to achieve a climate of understanding and communication 
which excludes any temptation to push any section of the Com- 
munity to the fringes of society. [passage omitted] 


I shall end my exposition of the content of the policy outlines with 
some reflections on Spain's foreign policy and security policy. | 
believe, your honors, that we can assert that we begin this term 


the Spanish people and with the almost unanimous will of this 
chamber, and besides, it will be extended to chemical and bio- 
logical weapons. 


The third basic element is that of negotiations with the United 
States. | want to say two things: Without submitting — as it 
was not possible to put forth — a definitive position during the 
government's term of office, the process of negotiations with the 
United States will lead, as planned, toward the reduction of the 
presence of their bases, both personne! and installations. They 
will also lead to a change in the nature of, in the very meaning 
of, the bilateral defensive relationship which links us to the 
United States in order to make it more like the other relationships 
we have with West European countries. 


reference to — and I do not want to forget it today because it 
today because it seems to me to be an important point — defense 
policy, a necessary instrument both from the viewpoint of secu- 
rity and for the implementation of a foreign policy that carns 


As your honors know, the joint strategic plan and the nationai 


project that cannot be covered in 4 period of time such as that 
which has elapsed, and we have to continue to make progress on 
it and develop it in the future. Its main outlines and their content 
are contained within that joint strategic plan and that national 
defense plan. The bills tc reform justice are known to the cham- 
bers. And the new deployment is a deployment that attempts to 
be cooperative with national defense. The very refcrm of the 
Defense Ministry is 1n attempt t» relieve some of thz duties of 
those directly in charge, to relieve che chiefs of staff of bureav- 
cratic duties in order to give them more time and availability to 
what is essential from the viewpoint of that deployment provided 
for in the joint strategic plan. In this phase we also want a burning 
and worrying subject to be resolved: the subject of the now 
nonexistent Democratic Military Union [essociation of 
democratic-minded officers formed during the Franco era who 
were subsequently prosecuted for organizing} 


In its foreign policy Spain has made efforts to relate to the East 
and also to relate to the major Eastern power, the USSR. We 
think that the persisten' efforts toward dialogue with the two 
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major powers — on whom progress in a policy of disarmament 
and detenice ucpends — is useful not only for our country but is 
useful for the creation of a climai< of more trust and dialogue 
internationally. We will continue that policy just as we will 
continue the policy of relations, from the point of view of the 
Spanish trade presence, with the countries of the East. Further- 
more, in the policy of detente and peace — the priority objective 
for attaining a climate of international cooperation — our 
pariticipation will be especially active in those bodies to which 
we belong, such as the conference on security and European 
cooperation or the Stockholm disarmament conference. 


I think I can assert, your honors, that with the accession of Spain 
to the communities and the end to that process, we can free our 
energies to deepen and sponsor our relations with the Latin 
American Continent, doing so in the framework of bilateral 
cooperation with Spain and also in the framework of the cooper- 
ation we are beginning to propitiate and develop as part of the 
EEC. In that project of developing the policy on Latin America, 
one date is significant, and it coincides with another date we have 
been quoting: 1992. This is a date for coming together and also 
a date that can serve to lend force to the develupment of our 
relations. It is a date that also has some specificity for us given 
that as a country we have been charged with holding the 1992 
exposition, to which we wili begin to devote special attention in 
the next budget and, of course, in the course of the whole term. 
To undertake this policy of cooperation, we have instruments that 
are still fragile and resources that are scarce. We propose to 
strengten the resources destined for cooperation and give 
greater power to those fragile instruments, and in addition, to 
with youth sectors that can take part in that policy of cooperation 
which, in our case, will have reference above all to those zones of 
the continent of Latin America with which we maintain a rela- 
tionship both historical and cultura! We will also connect them 
to uther arees with which we have links, cs could be the case of 
Guinea or one area or another of the Magarebd or the Philippines. 


Our relationship with the East and with the Middle East has not 
only contributed, and can contribute, to strengthening our trade 
presence and io defending our interests but can also serve to 
strengthen a climate of dialogue that may be positive from the 
point of view of detente and from the point of view of peace. 


Your honors, | believe that we are in a better condition than we 
have been up to now to develop our foreign policy. Spain has vital 
interests in the Mediterranean. The growth of tension in the 
Mediterrancan may perhaps have been the consequence of the 
multiplication of centers of conflict in an area that is one of 
Spain's natural neighbors. Together with the efforts of progress 
in universalization represented by the recognition of Israel, which 
I hope will give us a better balanced position, and without losing 
sight of Spain's policy toward the Arab countries and of defend- 
ing the interests and rights of the Palestinian people, we want not 
only to increase our cooperation, our presence, and our relations 
but also to make possible a cooperation between Europe and the 
Mediterranean countries. This cooperation should be bared on 
the solidarity of Europe as a whole, should relax the situation in 
the Mediterranean and should lead to a situation of peace in what 
is at the moment a tense and difficult situation in relations. 
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On these new conditions, or rather firmer conditions, on which 
our foreign policy is based, Spain has the will and the opportu- 
nity, while defending its own interests end its own principles, to 
contribute to peace, to security and to cooperation. It also has the 
chance to do so on behalf of a people that wants to be free, wants 
to develop and wants its foreign policy to be guided by these 
principles. These principles should operate both in the proposa! 
to condemn apartheid and in the support for the Contadora 
Group's peace efforts, in the promotion of our language or our 
culture, in the support for the development of democracies, in the 
protection of our fellow citizens abroad and so on. 


In addition to ths, your honors, it 1s necessary to say that, in order 
to put that foreign policy into practice, we have to lend force to 
and improve our foreign service. We still have a foreign service 
that fundamentally lacks resources adequate for the volume and 
significance of Spain's current diplomatic status, not only 
because of the pracess of participation in the Europe of the EEC, 
because it will aiso have that aspect of foreign policy to cope with 
which is the coordination of the EEC foreign policy, but also 
because of the overall development of Spain's processes of cooper - 
ation. Almost 25 percent of our gross product now comes from 
our exports and our trade overseas, and consequently the only 
course is to try and adapt our foreign service to those needs. We 
propose to do so to the limits allowed by the budget and the 
economy. [passage omitted] 


Further Developments in ETA-M Terrorist Activities 


Claims 21 July Attack 
PA212117 Paris AFP in Spanish 2018 GMT 22 Jul 86 


[Text] Madrid, 22 Jul (AFP) — Today the Basque independent 
organization ETA-Military (ETA-M) claimed credit for yester- 
day's grenade attack on the Spanish Defense Ministry in Madrid 
in which eight persons were injured. 


M9 aptly ay Sn pee epg ne 


ETA biames the government for the “continuation of the con- 
frontations and bloody actions caused by its intransigence.” 


Retaliation Against France Threatened 
AU2307 23 Paris AFP in English 0717 GMT 23 Jul 86 


[Excerpt] Bilbao, Spain, July 23 (AFP) — ETA-M, the military 
wing of the Basque separatist group, has threatened to attack 
across the border to retaliate for recently increased French 


An ETA-M commutuque published here Wednesday says the 
French Government had taken a “qualitative leap” in its “sub- 
missive collaboration” with Madrid, placing itself “on the side of 
the enemies of the Basque people.” 
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France has in the lest two weeks expelled two presumed ETA 
members to Madrid under a new expulsion policy and conserva- 
tive Prime Minister Jacques Chirac has offered to boost efforts 
against Basque militants seeking traditional refuge in France. 
[passage omitted} 


Technology Used ‘Astounds’ Police 
AU230815 Paris AFP in English 0752 GMT 23 Jul 86 


[Text] Madrid, July 23 (AFP) — The Basque separatist ETA- 
Military group has astounded police with the sophistication of its 
terrorist technology, as shown in two recent murderous carbomb 
attacks here. 


On July 14 a cartomb exploded in central Madrid as a busload 
of 60 young police passed by, killing 10 and badly wounding a 
dozen more, in one of the most bloody attacks in recent years. 
Police said that the 10 kilos (22 Ibs.) of explosives were detonated 
by a radio signal sent by a terrorist at least 200 metres (yards) 
away. 


But the attack last Monday on the Defence Ministry, wounding 
eight, shocked the authorities by its daring and technical bril- 
certain that it was the work of the ETA-Military “Madrid 
Commando”, blamed for killing 20 and wounding 60 in the 
Spanish capital in the past 12 months. 


Last Monday's incident was by far the most ambitious. 4 booby - 
trapped car was parked in a one-way street opposite the Defence 
Miaistry an hour before ihe attack started at 10.30 a.m. — in 
other words in broad daylight. On the car's roof was installed a 
loaded |2-barrelled device for launching anti-tank grenades, 
hidden beneath a wooden crate covered by a tarpaulin. The 
grenades were loaded into plastic “barrels”, in two rows of six, 
which were wired solidly onto the car roof. Each grenade weighed 
four kilos (about 9 Ibs.) and was 50 cms (20 ins.) long. These 
grenades can tear through | 5 cms (6 ins.) of steel from a distance 
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the minister, Narciso Serra, were fitted with a target-corrector 
specially fitted by the ETA commando. 


The weekly Cambio-16 rcported that police have seized, in raids 
on ETA hidecuts, veritable drill manuals describing how to 
estimate the amount of explosives to be used for different types 
of targets. There were even instructions on how to interfere with 
traffic lights so that a victim's car would halt at a red light wher- 
a gunman was waiting. 


In several recent attacks, police reported that nearby traffic 
lights had been interfered with, obviously by ETA “electricians”. 


The “Madrid Commando” is known to possess a permanent radio 


Prime Minster Felipe Gonzalez admitted on television Monday 
that this commando had built up a “large supply infrastructure” 
in the capital. The statement did not reassure Madrid residents, 
wo wonder where ihe next attack will take place. 


Official Cites Secuns . “roblems 
LD221330 Madrid Domestic Servi. in Spanish 
1000 GMT 22 Jul 86 


pel acy magn —perliee 9 thd ong 9 ong 


[Begin Suarez Pertierra recording} All military establishments 

— and this includes the Defense Ministry, although it is a 
ministry — have a security zone around them rarked by the axes 
of the streets. But certainly, in spite of the effor ‘s we make in this 


call blackspots are all perfectly guarded at any hour of the day 
and in every circumstan:e. [end recording} 
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Police Incidents at Nicosia Raliy 
NC221848 Nicosia Television Service in Greek 
1730 GMT 22 Jul 86 


[Text] According to a DISI statement, the minor incidents that 
took place during last evening's pan-Cypriot rally in Nicosia 
began when a small group of United Democratic Youth Organi- 
zation members and paid agents occupied the area in front of the 
stand and tried to dominate the proceedings with their slogans 
and point of view. 


The AKEL Central Committee Secretariat has issued a 
statement calling on President Kiprianou to appoint an indepen- 
dent committee to investigate these incidents and determine who 
was responsible. 


A police report states that during the rally it became apparent 
that incidents were being caused in front of the official stand. A 
small group of policemen, headed by a senior officer, was sent to 
the spot. The statement adds that the police urged those con- 
cerned to calm down, so that order and tranquility might prevail. 
This was ultimately achieved. The statement also says that the 
entire incident is being investigated, although no specific com- 
plaint or charges have bren made. 


Denktas Responds to Kiprianowu Rally Address 
TA221 305 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 
1030 GMT 22 Jul 86 


[Excerpt] President Rauf Denktas has said that as long as Greek 
renounce his false title of president of Cyprus, he will not see the 
realities and will not allow the world to see them. He noted that 
this deceptive and erroneous stance is the reason for the lack of 
@ solution to the Cyprus problem. 


Replying to reporters’ questions this morning, Denktas said that 
the clash that occurred during the rally organized in southern 
Cyprus yesterday was expected and it was previously announced 
that many people would be taken to the meeting against their 
will. The president pointed out that it is not important what 
happened during the meeting; it is only important what was said 
at the meeting. He remarked that Kiprianou, who said that 
Turkey will establish political and military control over Cyprus 
in two stages, is continuing to incite the Greek Cypriot people 
against the Turks. 
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Recalling that the Greek Cypriots have always resorted to the 
outcry that the Turks will make Cyprus Turkish in a bid to cover 
up their plan to Hellenize the island, Denktas said that the Greek 
Cypriot side is arming itself for Enosis, using the excuse the 
Turkish will divide Cyprus and using unchanged tactics. The 
president further remarked that the Greek Cypriot leader is also 
that Turkey aims at making a sector of Cyprus Turkish, adding 
that Turkey does not need to do this and that Turks have been 
rooted in Cyprus for 400 years. Denktas noted that over 250,000 
Turkish Cypriots, of which 70,000 are in Britain, live in Austra- 
lia, the United States, Canada, and Turkey, adding that most of 
these people left the island at various periods because of different 
that these people, who have strong ties with Cyprus, have the 
right to return and will do so. He explained that Kiprianou has 
lied to the world in order to stop therm and has attempted to create 
a cause by claiming that Turkey sent over 60,000 immigrants to 
Cyprus. [passage omitted] 


Denktas Invites Turkish President To Visit 
TA221755 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish to Cyprus 
1530 GMT 22 Jul 86 


[Excerpt] The Turkish delegation, which arrived in the Turkish 
Republic of Northern Cyprus [TRNC] to participate in ceremo- 
nies to mark the | 2th anniversary of peace and freedom day, left 
for Turkey today. 


The delegation, composed of Tahsin Sahinkaya, a member of the 
Turkish presidential council, Abdulhalim Aras, a deputy speaker 
of the Turkish Grand National Assembly, State Minister Abdul- 
lah Tenekeci, Aegean Army Commander General Kemal 
Yamak, and other officials was seen off with a military ceremony 
by President Rauf Denktas, Republican Assembly Speaker 
Hakki Atun, Prime Minister Dervis Eroglu, Turkish Ambas- 
sador Bedrettin Tunabas, Turkish Peace Forces Commander Lt 
Genera! Sabahattin Akinci, ministers, and other officials. 


In a statement before the departure of the delegation, Denktas 
said the visit of the Turkish delegation has infused mora! strength 
into the Turkish Cypriot people. He then invited Turkish Presi- 
dent Kenan Evren to visit the TRNC, calling on Sahinkaya to 
forward his invitation to the president. He added: We will be 
happy to see President Evren among us. [passage omitted] 
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Soares, Government Condemn Guinea-Bissau Executions 
LD221331 Lisbon International Service 
in Portuguese 1108 GMT 22 Jui 86 


[Excerpts] Feelings of outrage have been expressed by various 
quarters in Portugal! about the executions of 6 of the 12 Guinea- 
Bissau citizens sentenced to death in the so-called 17 October 
affair. 


The president of the Republic, in a telegram to the widow of one 
of those executed — Viriato Pan — who had personally called at 
Belem Palace to seek the Portuguese head of state's intercession 
with Guinea-Bissau President Nino Vieira to spare her husband's 
life, conveyed his profouad indignation at the execution of Viriato 
Pan and also his most heartfelt condolences. 


A Portuguese Government statement says that it intensely 
deplores the Guinea-Bissau authorities’ ignoring all appeals for 
clemency addressed to them, and notes thai the executions 
shocked the feelings of the peoples of Portugal, where capita’ 
punishment was abolished more than 100 years ago. [passage 
omitted] 


Meanwhile, it has been learned from an official source that 
President Mario Soares has declined an offer from the Guinea- 
Bissau head of state to dispatch an emissary to Lisbon to explain 
why the deatl. sentences had to be carried out. 


JNITED KINGDOM 


Prime Minister Welcomes Peres-Hassan Meeting 
LD221808 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 
1625 GMT 22 Jul 86 


[Text] The prime minister today welcomed the meeting between 
Israeli Prime Minister Mr Shim‘on Peres and King Hassan of 
\ .oroceo designed to help the Middle-East peace process. 


During prime minister's question time, Mrs Thatcher told the 
commons: “I very much welcome the initiative of the prime 
minister of Israel in visiting King Hassan with a view to a new 
initiative to help solve the Middle East problem.” 


Tory MP Mr David Heathcoat-Amory (Wells) asked her: 
“Since the foreign secretary is hoping to meet ANC [African 
National Congress] leaders in South Africa will you, in due 
course, authorise meetings with Palestinian leaders, including 
members of the Palestine Liberation Organisation?” 
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Mrs Thatcher replied: “Unless the PLO accepts UN res- 
olutions 242 and 338 I do not believe they can be involved in 
negotiations to solve that problem.” 


Military ‘Show of Strength’ in Oman Previewed 
PM211247 London DAILY TELEGRAPH in English 
8 Jul 86 p6 


[Report by Desmond Wettern: “Oman Test for British ‘Rapid 
Aid”) 


[Text] Britain's ability to provide “fire brigade” rapid rein- 
forcement forces outside the NATO area will be tested in 
November in the biggest show of the nation’s military strength 
seen in the Middle East for almost 20 years. Up to 6,000 men of 
all three services will take part in the Oman exercise, code-named 
“Sayf Sari‘aha” (“Rapid Sword” along with the sultan’s own 
forces. 


The Joint Force Headquarters, responsible for planning such 
operations outside NATO, is to be brought to full strength and 
flown to Oman in RAF Hercules, VC-10 and Tristar transports. 


It will be the first occasion on which the recently acquired former 
Pan-Am Tristars have been used in such an exercise. 


But one of the nine aircraft, bought with 60 million pounds 
originally allocated to converting a container ship into a Com- 
mando carrier, has been almost written off after its main spar 
was fractured when the plane bounced 80 ft in a heavy landing 
at a West Country air station. 


Roya! marines of 40 Commando will be landed in Oman by 
12,120 tons, again the first time one of the Navy's two remaining 
large amphibious ships has operated east of Suez since the early 
1970s. 


Air cover for the landing will be provided by Sea Harrier fighters 
from the 19,500-ton carrier Illustrious. which will be spear- 
heading the largest force of Royal Navy ships seen in the Middle 
East since the 1967 Aden withdrawal. 


The exercise is likely to have a considerable impact on the 
Americans as Washington has long been critica! of what is seen 
as the failure of NATO allies to help shoulder the peace-keeping 
burden outside the alliance’s geographical area. 


The Defence Ministry also hopes it will raise interest in British 
military equipment among some Arab states where the arms 
market has for many years been largely dominated by the 
Americans and French. 
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